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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-5, 7-8, 10-15 and 19 are pending in this application and have been 
examined in response to application amendment filed on 01/26/2010. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 19 recites the limitation " the information about the hierarchical structure 
". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-5, 7-8, 10-15 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nonaka et al. (Nonaka, US 6,614,732 B2) inview of Proehl et al 
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(Proehl, US 6,118,450) and in further view of Mercer et al. (Mercer, US 7,136,874 
B2). 



7. As to INDEPENDENT claim 1 , Nonaka discloses a recording and reproducing 
system comprising: 

a record medium holding (1 ) a plurality of data files of storing respectively 
predetermined data (2) a plurality of play list files of storing respectively a play list 
describing reproduction order (col. 9, lines 36-45;; the hard disk stores and manages 
play lists that stores the "order of reproduction" of the data files), in which all or part of 
the plurality of data files are to be played (col. 10, lines 60-63; at least one selected data 
file from the play list is to be played upon user interaction), and (3) a play list file menu 
file of storing ; about a hierarchical structure by which the play list files are accessible 
(col.3, lines 62-66; fig. 1 1(a) and fig. 1 1(b) indicates a structure of play lists; col. 10, lines 
34-40; play lists are selectable by a user); 

play list file menu storing means configured to store the play list file in the play list 
file menu file (col.3, lines 62-66; fig.11(a) and fig. 11(b) indicates a structure of play lists); 

play list file menu display means configured to display to the outside play list file 
menu information on all or a part of the stored play list file menu (fig. 12, "24"; col. 10, 
lines 48-53; a menu of play lists are displayed); 

play list file selecting means configured to select a predetermined play list file 
from among the plurality of play list files held by the record medium (col. 9, lines 35-41 ) 



Application/Control Number: 10/725,940 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2173 

according to an instruction from the outside (fig. 12 "23c"; col. 10, lines 35-40; a jog dial is 
provided for the user to select different play lists); and 

data reproducing means configured to reproduce the predetermined data stored 
by the plurality of data files respectively (fig. 12, "23d"; col. 9, lines 43-45). Nonaka does 
not disclose so that the data files are played automatically in the reproduction order 
described by the selected play list file; [and] wherein the play list file menu information 
further contains menu type information indicating a type of the predetermined data from 
among audio, video, and static image, and The play list menu display means is 
configured to display only the play list file menu information concerning the play list 
which are supported by the data reproducing means. 

In the same field of endeavor, Proehl discloses so that the data files are played 
automatically in the reproduction order described by the selected play list file (col. 8, 
lines 55-60; songs/ data files in the playlist are played back automatically in the 
sequence established by the user). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching 
of Nonaka and Proehl before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
playlist management system taught by Nonaka to include a virtual media manipulation 
interface taught by Proehl with the motivation being to play the recordings on the 
playlists as if they were regular CDs (Proehl, col.2, lines 27-32). Nonaka and Proehl do 
not specifically disclose wherein the plav list file menu information further contains menu 



Application/Control Number: 10/725,940 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2173 

type information indicating a type of the predetermined data from among audio, video, 
and static image, and the play list menu display means is configured to display only the 
play list file menu information concerning the play list which are supported by the data 
reproducing means. 

In the same field of endeavor, Mercer discloses wherein the play list file menu 
information further contains menu type information indicating a type of the 
predetermined data from among audio, video, and static image (col.5, lines 36-41; tags 
are used to indicate each of the media file types such as audio, image and video) , and 

the play list menu display means is configured to display only the play list file 
menu information concerning the play list which are supported by the data reproducing 
means (col.5, lines 41-43; only the supported file types are displayed). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching of 
Nonaka and Proehl and the teaching of Mercer before him at the time the invention was 
made, to modify the playlist management system taught by Nonaka and Proehl to 
include media file play back capabilities rendering taught by Mercer with the motivation 
to enhance usability of media players by introducing an adaptive menu structure that is 
based on the capabilities of the media player (col.1 , lines 43-53). 
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8. As to claim 2, Nonaka discloses wherein the play list file menu display means is 
configured to display the displays said play list file menu information in consideration of 
a type of said predetermined data reproducible by the data reproducing means (col. 2, 
lines 39-42; the "identification information" provides the necessary means for the 
reproducing means to function properly). 

9. As to claim 3, Nonaka does not disclose wherein the play list file menu display 
means is configured to display the play list file menu information by displaying at least 
one thumbnail image corresponding to at least one respective play list file, the displayed 
at least one thumbnail image changing according to a state in which the play list file 
selecting means selects the predetermined play list file. 

In the same field of endeavor, Proehl discloses using thumbnail images to represent 
each of the play list file corresponding to at least one respective play list file, the 
displayed at least one thumbnail image changing according to a state in which the play 
list file selecting means selects the predetermined play list file (col. 8, lines 17-18, lines 
30-33; corresponding thumbnails of the play list files changes according to the selection 
of different play list files) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching of 
Nonaka and Proehl before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the playlist 
manipulation taught by Nonaka to include thumbnail images taught by Proehl with the 
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motivation being to present an image association with a particular genre (Proehl, col. 4, 
lines 3-5). 

1 0. As to claim 4, Nonaka discloses wherein the play list file menu display means 
displays the play list file menu information by using predetermined text data on all or a 
part of the play list (fig. 12, "24", col. 8, lines 2-4; text information from the play list is 
displayed). 

11. As to INDEPENDENT claim 5, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. 

12. As to INDEPENDENT claim 7, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. 

1 3. As to INDEPENDENT claim 8, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. 

14. As to INDEPENDENT claim 10, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 
1 above. 

1 5. As to INDEPENDENT claim 1 1 , see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 
1 above. 
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16. As to INDEPENDENT claiml 2, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 
1 above. 

As to INDEPENDENT claim 13, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. 

17. As to INDEPENDENT claim 14, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 
1 above. 

18. As to INDEPENDENT claim 15, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 
1 above. 

19. As to claim 19, Proehl discloses wherein the play list file menu display means is 
configured to display only the play list menu information concerning the play lists 
selectable through the play list file menus of lower layers, which are supported by data 
reproducing means (fig . 1 , "110", fig.4, fig.6; col.8, lines 30-34; files are supported by the 
multi-disc cd-rom player are displayed as virtual CDs, upon the selection of the virtual 
CD cover art, the user can select a desired song to play from the virtual CD), 

the information about the hierarchical structure specifies information defining a 
highest-order menu that specifies at least one link to a child menu, and the playlist 
menu display means displays the highest-order menu and the at least one link to the 
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child menu when a user selects the highest-order menu for viewing (fig.4, fig. 6; col. 8, 
lines 30-34; files are supported by the multi-disc cd-rom player are displayed as virtual 
CDs in a highest-order menu displaying a plurality of virtual CD playlists, upon the 
selection of the virtual CD cover art (child menu), the user can select a desired song to 
play from the virtual CD). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 5, 7-8 and 10-12 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

20. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HAOSHIAN SHIH whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1257. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 0730-1700. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kieu Vu can be reached on (571) 272-4057. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HSS 



/Kieu Vu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2173 



